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cutting o:ff the creeks from their main water supply. We could at 
least get back to Lituya Bay and the island, where the Yakobi, 
the 50-ft. motor-boat we had chartered, was to meet us during the 
first days of September to bring us back to Juneau and civilization. 

Bound for Juneau, our boat was at first tossed about in an angry 
sea in such a manner that some of us felt that we should never again 
reach the mainland safely. But Captain Smith of Juneau knows 
how to handle a boat in these tumultuous waters and how to keep up 
the spirits of those who are essentially mountain-climbers and not 
seamen. Three hours in the wide and furious Pacific, and then we 
entered the Alaskan inland waters where nothing but tidal rips here 
and there are to be feared, and where a man, every inch a mountaineer 
but a poor sailor, has time and leisure to indulge in contemplation 
and carry his thoughts back to the days around Crillon with their 
unique fascination of being completely shut off from civilization. 
All the unpleasant experiences of being pestered to death by the 
bloodthirstiest mosquitoes of any country, bushwhacking through 
soaking wet alderbushes with an 80 lb. load on your back, listening 
to the rain beating down on your tent, day after day waiting for 
a shift of wind, bound to come to-morrow, not coming for another 
ten days all these discomforts are forgotten. The Fairwea thers 
have a charm all their own, but to enjoy it time is required, plenty 
of time. If a fortnight of rain means nothing to those possessing 
leisure and patience, they will be rewarded royally. 

HARALD PAUMGARTEN. 

BIETSCHHORN (S.E. ARETE).1 

THE S.E. arete constitutes the long ridge connecting the Bietsch
horn with the chain of peaks extending southwards between the 
Bietsch and Baltschieder glens. The ridge rises in two most remark
ably bold steps, connected together by a long and level crest, towards 
the summit. On the left of the ridge lies the S. face, while to the 
right lie first the rocky slopes plunging downwards to in der Trifft, 
then, from the S.E. shoulder onwards, the E. flank of the mountain 
with the Baltschieder Glacier. Access to the ridge is obtained by 
the commodious ledge used also in attacking the S. face. 2 As 
starting-points, either the Bietschhorn hut (whence it is 4 hours to 
the base of the ridge), or the Jagisand (1705 m.) bivouac, or the open 
bivouac of the Im Ran~i rocks (2650 m. : Zsigmondy's gite) are 
available. 

1 Of. A.J. 44, 317- 18; August 9-11, 1932. I-Ierren W. Stosser 
and F. Kast. 

2 Ibid. 42, 50. Illustration facing 54. 
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From the N .E. corner of the little glacier (ca. 3000 m.) suspended 
on the S. face of the peak, the route lies along the above-mentioned 
ledge on the W. slope of the S.E. arete, whence, further along, the 
crest can be attained (!hour) by easy rocks. The crest leads quickly 
to the first great step, whence the route continues over three extra
ordinarily sharp and clean-cut pinnacles towards the S.E. shoulder. 
At the foot of the first pinnacle, the party proceeded diagonally 
upwards to a small rubble-strewn platform, whence they climbed 
straight up for a few metres, traversing thence to the left to a crack. 
Straight up this crack to a small boss beneath an overhang (pitons). 
The overhang was scaled to the right up to a corner below a kind of 
eave. Clambering out to the right and up to a shelf at the base 
of a neve patch, the top of the first pinnacle was attained by 
easier rocks, by a wall to the left of the neve. The party now con
tinued along the sharp crest to the base of the second pinnacle : 
this was scaled first by a short ledge to a corner; then up a crack, 
almost completely blocked by a chock-stone, till it became possible 
to work back to the face and so by easier rocks to the top. The 
third pinnacle has a preliminary splinter which the party attained 
by a crevice, whence they worked along to the left close to the ridge 
to a projecting boss. They now turned over the crest to a recess 
and, again over easier rocks, attained the top. 

After the third pinnacle begin the easier towers of the level arete, 
i.e. the gendarmes of the S.E. shoulder, 3535 m. (new Siegfried). 
The party with more or less difficulty clambered over all these, but, 
in complete contrast with the great steps, all this portion of the ridge 
is extraordinarily loose. A rappel proved necessary for the descent 
of the last two gendarmes. 

The second step commences with a great smooth tower the con
quest of which proved once more extremely difficult. The crest of 
the ridge flattens out in the face of the tower. The face was scaled 
for some rope-lengths, till, further progress ·proving impossible, the 
party turned to the right to a vertically plunging crack that over
hangs above. This was turned to the right and a decent standing
place attained on a loose projecting boulder. Now by a diagonal 
upwards traverse to the right across the entire wall, or face, to a rib 
on the right. The next bit is overcome either by the overhanging 
rib or upwards to the S. by the left of the overhang through a crack, 
becoming again easier after some rope-lengths. So the top, point 
3715 m., was attained (new Siegfried). 

The next tower, which becomes more massive towards its apex, 
was also climbed direct by its face. First the party scrambled up 
to a shelf about half-way up, and then turned to the left to a crack 
seaming a smooth slab ; this they scrambled up to the overhang. 
Turning the latter by a traverse to the left, easier rocks led them to 
the top. Again turning a smooth gendarme to the left, a chimney
like crevice was climbed to the point 3782 m. (new Siegfried). 

An easy notch was traversed next to the last rocky eminence of 
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the ridge. From the left, they clambered over great shattered 
boulders and slabs, then, turning to the right a mushroom-like 
splinter in the gap before the last tower, they climbed. over this 
latter by a human pyramid. Now to the left to a crack and up this 
to the top of the tower, point 3870 m. (new Siegfried),3 whence the 
summit of the Bietschhorn was attained comparatively easily. 

Communicated. 
[The first traverse of the S.E. arete required 2! days. On the 

first day the party bivouacked near the last gendarme but two of 
the' level' portion of the ridge; on the second day they bivouacked 
in the notch before the last ' rocky eminence,' but, except for the 
loss of the rucksack 4 (when the party had to descend to the surface 
of the Baltschieder Glacier!), they could have attained the summit 
of the mountain before nightfall of the second day.] 

THE PuNTA MINUTA FROM THE NORTH AND OTHER 

CoRSICAN AscENTS. 

ON May 12, 1932, I met Walter Risch in Ajaccio. Following the 
advice of my friend Marcel Kurz I had taken my car to Corsica, and 
very thankful I was to him for the tip. When one has to weigh one's 
holidays on the golden scales of time, one gains considerably by car 
travelling on the island. The Corsican is a care-free, timeless type 
and does not understand the meaning of hurry. 

Risch and I went straight to Calaccuccia, via Piana and Corte, and 
the next evening were in the bivouac 'Grotto des Anges,' known to 
all mountaineers who have climbed in Corsica. On the following 
day we made the ascent of Paglia Orba by the S.E. face. I do not 
know if this line had been taken previously or not ; the ascent bears 
to the left of Finch's route. 

The following short account will serve as a description : 
We left the bivouac at 6.5 A.M. The rocks encountered after 

passing the tree-line were smooth. A traverse to the left led us up 
a snow gully back to a ridge in the S.E. face again. From there up 
a difficult wall to a first gendarme. A second, very difficult, gendarme 
composed of the honeycombed rock so typical of the Paglia Orba 
was climbed by Risch without assistance. We then traversed 
between the first and second gendarme to the left and reached the 
ridge again by means of a couloir, whence the face to the top of the 
Paglia Orba provided an excellent piece of climbing. 

3 The newly measured points on the ridge, as appearing on the 
forthcoming ne'w Siegfried map, will be found in the Climbers' Guide, 
1931, sketches pp. 45 and 48. 

4 A .J. 44, 317. 
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